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PRI
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODEX STRATEGIC PLAN 2020-2025

Goal 1. Address current, emerging and critical issues in a timely manner

Objective 1.1 Identify needs and emerging issues
Outcome 1.1.1 Improved ability of Codex to develop standards relevant to the needs of its Members

Indicator 1.1.1 Extent that Codex Members recognize Codex texts as meeting Members' priority food safety and
quality needs

1. CCEXECS84 agreed to draw the information on indicator 1.1.1 (Extent that Codex Members recognize Codex
texts as meeting Members' priority food safety and quality needs) from the related questions in the Codex survey on the
use and impact of Codex texts. As shown in Table 1, between 2022 and 2025, the share of Members which considered
Codex texts “extremely” or “mostly” useful in meeting their priority food safety and quality needs remained
consistently over 85 percent. The indicator was introduced in 2022.

Table 1: Extent that Codex Members recognize Codex texts as meeting Members' priority food safety and quality
needs

2022-2023 biennium 2024-2025 biennium
2022 survey 2023 survey 2024 survey 2025 survey
Extremely useful 21.2% 14.3% 18.3% 18.6%
Mostly useful 67.1% 71.4% 69.0% 71.7%
Somewhat useful 8.2% 12.5% 11.1% 9.7%
Marginally useful 3.5% 1.8% 1.6% 0%
Grand Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Objective 1.2 Prioritize needs and emerging issues
Outcome 1.2.1 Timely Codex response to emerging issues and the needs of Members

Indicator 1.2.1 Time taken from the identification of new issues to the submission of proposals for new work to
CCEXEC

2. Table 2 shows the percentage of new work approved within 2 years from identification of new issue:
e All new work proposals met the target for CAC43 (2020) and CAC45 (2022);
e  CAC44 (2021) was held virtually, and time dedicated to new work was limited.

e  The three new work proposals that were approved at CAC46 (2023) took more than 2 years after their
identification because they were delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

e CAC47 (2024) and CACA48 (2025) approved the highest number of new work proposals during the 2020-2025
period.

e  Considering the entire period covered by the Codex strategic Plan 2020-2025, seven out of ten new work
proposals were approved within 2 years from identification of new issue.

3. It is important to note the valuable role of discussion papers in scoping work from the point of first identification
to presentation of a project proposal, particularly on complex issues, which facilitates the following work on developing
or revising the proposed Codex text.
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Table 2: Time taken from the identification of new issues to the submission of proposals for new work to CCEXEC

Number of new Number of new Number of new % of new work
work approved work approved work approved in | approved within 2
CAC o o
Year Session within 1 year from | within 2 years from | more than 2 years years from
identification of identification of from identification identification of
new issue new issue of new issue new issue
2020 CAC43 1 1 0 100%
2021 CAC44 1 0 3 25%
2022 CAC45 2 0 0 100%
2023 CAC46 2 2 3 57%
2024 CAC47 13 1 4 78%
2025 CAC48 3 4 3 70%
Indicator 1.2.2 Time taken for prioritized emerging issues to result in revised or new Codex texts
4, Table 3 below shows the percentage of non-numerical standards and revisions adopted between 2020 and 2025

within 5 years' time.>® On average, 80 percent of final texts were adopted within 5 years during this period.

Table 3: Time taken for prioritized emerging issues to result in revised or new Codex texts

Year CAC session adopting new texts Percentagsv?;‘hicr?ge;(egeéts adopted
2020 CAC43 76%
2021 CAC44 94%
2022 CAC45 79%
2023 CAC46 70%
2024 CAC47 87%
2025 CAC48 75%
5. Table 3 does not capture extensive work ongoing in some committees to revise and/or restructure existing

standards e.g. Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling (CCMAS) and Codex Committee on Food
Additives (CCFA). Given the differences in the standard setting mechanism, the numbers of standards set and their
complexity, it is therefore not possible to give a complete picture of the rate of standards development with a single
methodology.

Goal 2. Develop standards based on science and Codex risk-analysis principles

Objective 2.1 Use scientific advice consistently in line with Codex risk analysis principles

Outcome 2.1.1 Scientific advice is taken into account consistently and in line with Codex risk analysis principles
by all relevant committees during the standard setting process

Indicator 2.1.1 Proportion of texts considered by CCEXEC, as part of its work to monitor the progress of standards
development, for which reports by subsidiary body Chairs indicate how scientific advice was used and any other
legitimate factors were considered in developing Codex texts

6. The critical review process includes comments by the Codex Secretariat and the Committee Chairpersons on the
use of or need for scientific advice for the different topics under consideration by the various committees. For the CCFA
and the Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods (CCCF) there is a well-defined and well-established mechanism in
place for obtaining scientific advice, as need be, from the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives
(JECFA); for the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR) from the Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide
Residues (JMPR); for the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene (CCFH) from the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meetings on

% This is based on Codex texts that were adopted following submission and approval of new work proposals. Standards without a job
number such as ongoing work and amendments were excluded from the scope of this study. Numerical standards such as maximum
residue limits (MRLSs), food additive provisions and maximum levels for contaminants that are developed following approval of priority
lists for scientific advice were also excluded.
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Microbiological Risk (JEMRA); and for the Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses
(CCNFSDU) from the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meetings on Nutrition (JEMNU).

7. In CCFH, a dynamic communication mechanism with JEMRA has been established, and new Codex food
hygiene texts were developed, and existing texts were updated, as appropriate, based on the latest scientific advice
provided by JEMRA. CCFH54 (March 2024) concluded the development of the Guidelines for the control of Shiga Toxin-
Producing Escherichia coli (STEC). CCFH55 (December 2025) completed the development or revision of several texts,
including the Guidelines for the safe use and re-use of water in food production and processing; the Guidelines for the
control of Campylobacter and Salmonella in chicken meat; and the Guidelines on the application of general principles of
food hygiene to the control of Listeria monocytogenes in foods. CCFH55 also requested FAO and WHO to provide
scientific advice through JEMRA, including undertaking a risk assessment on spore-forming pathogens such as
Clostridium botulinum and Bacillus cereus in powdered infant formula, and developing a risk assessment tool to support
the revision of the Guidelines on the application of general principles of food hygiene to the control of viruses in food, as
well as advice on the holding frozen temperature threshold to guarantee food safety across a range of different food
commaodities.

8. CCPR establishes maximum residue limits (MRLs) for pesticides in food and feed based on the scientific advice
provided by JMPR. This work relies on the reports provided annually by the regular meetings of JMPR, based on the
priority list of pesticides for evaluation agreed by CCPR and approved by the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC).
The importance of the timely provision of JIMPR advice was illustrated by the delay in the publication of the JMPR 2024
report, which affected the scheduling of CCPR56 (September 2025 as opposed to the first half of the year). Subject to the
availability of resources, JMPR has organized extraordinary meetings to consider additional MRLs for existing
compounds. Although no such meetings were held in 2024 nor 2025, they are intended to help reduce the JMPR backlog
of pesticide evaluations and increase the availability of Codex MRLs for international trade. Codex MRLs adopted by
CAC are available in the database for residues of pesticides in food and feed.

9. CCRVDF establishes maximum residue limits (MRLS) for veterinary drugs in foods and other risk management
recommendations based on the scientific advice provided by JECFA. This work relies on the report provided by JECFA
meetings dedicated to veterinary drugs based on the priority list of veterinary drugs for evaluation agreed by CCRVDF
and approved by the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC). In addition, CCRVDF conducts extrapolation of existing
MRLs for veterinary drugs in foods to one or more species. Although these MRLs are recommended by CCRVDF, this
can only be done on the basis of the outcomes of JECFA evaluations. The criteria and procedure for CCRVDF to
extrapolate MRLs is described in Annex C to the Risk Analysis Principles applied by CCRVDF in the Procedural Manual,
and it does not allow extrapolation of MRLs for veterinary drugs to one or more species if the compound has not been
previously assessed by JECFA. CCRVDF also establishes action levels for veterinary drugs due to unavoidable and
unintentional carryover in feed in accordance with the criteria and procedures established in Annex D of the Risk Analysis
Principles applied by CCRVDF. CCRVDF also recommends risk management recommendations provided by JECFA as
a risk management option when it is not possible to establish MRLs. All these risk management outputs are available in
the database for residues of veterinary drugs in foods.

10. In CCFA, the priority list of substances proposed for evaluation by JECFA is an important pillar of its work and
JECFA’ s advice constituted the primary scientific basis for CCFA’ s deliberations and related risk management
decisions. An increasing number of substances have been included in the priority list, reflecting the evolving needs of the
Committee” s work. While only a limited proportion of these substances can be evaluated by JECFA, the establishment
and regular endorsement of the priority lists continue to provide a transparent and structured framework to support the
progressive development of Codex standard for food additives. In this regard, CAC47 (November 2024) and CAC48
(November 2025) approved the priority lists of substances proposed for evaluation by JECFA as forwarded by CCFA54
(April 2024) and CCFA55 (March 2025), respectively.

11. CCCEF establishes maximum levels for contaminants in food and feed based on the scientific advice provided by
JECFA. This work relies on the report provided by JECFA meetings dedicated to contaminants based on the priority list
of veterinary drugs for evaluation agreed by CCCF. In addition, FAO and WHO may provide scientific advice through
ad hoc expert meetings or consultations that can assist CCCF in the establishment of MLs or the development of further
other complementary guidance such as codes of practice. For the period 2024 - 2025, CAC47 (November 2024), among
others, adopted MLs for lead in several food categories based on JECFA risk assessments. CAC47 also adopted the Code
of practice for the prevention or reduction of ciguatera poisoning, based on scientific advice provided through the
FAO/WHO Report of the Expert Meeting on Ciguatera Poisoning published in 2020. CAC48 (November 2025) adopted
the revised Code of practice for the prevention and reduction of aflatoxin contamination in peanuts based on JECFA
evaluations of aflatoxins.

12. CCNFSDU44 (October 2024) completed the work on the General principles for establishing nutrient reference
values - requirement (NRVs-R) for persons aged 6 to 36 months as well as some NRVs for older infants and products
for young children. Work on additional NRVs will continue in 2025/2026. This work took into account and will continue
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to consider the FAO scientific report on Review of derivation methods for dietary intake reference values for older infants
and young children as well as the more recent Joint FAO/WHO scientific advice on the update of nutrient intake values
(NIVs) for infants and young children from birth through three years of age. CCNFSDU44 also agreed to request FAO
and WHO to conduct a review of the documents “Health and Nutrition Properties of Probiotics in Food including Powder
Milk with Live Lactic Acid Bacteria” (2001) and “Guidelines for the Evaluation of Probiotics in Food” (2002),
incorporating a literature review of scientific evidence on probiotics.

13. CCFL, at its 45th session in 2019, requested scientific advice from FAO and WHO to support its work on the
development of allergen labelling provisions. However, the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in delays in convening expert
meetings and in the publication of the final reports of the ad hoc Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation on Risk Assessment
of Food Allergens, which impacted the progress of the work on food allergen labelling. Following the gradual completion
of this work, the ad hoc Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation issued a series of reports, with a total of five reports
published by February 2024. The availability of these reports enabled the Committee to take into account the full set of
scientific advice from the Expert Consultation in advancing its work. CAC47 (November 2024) adopted the revision of
allergen provisions in the General standard for the labelling of pre-packaged foods (CXS 1-1985) forwarded by CCFL48
(October 2024). In addition, the proposed draft annex to CXS 1-1985 — Guidelines on the use of precautionary allergen
labelling — was advanced to Step 5.

Objective 2.2 Promote the submission and use of globally representative data in developing and reviewing Codex
standards

Outcome 2.2.1 Codex standards are developed with reference to globally representative data

Indicator 2.2.1 Proportion and regional distribution of Codex Members who contribute to calls for data from
working groups and Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committees/Meetings

14, FAO continues to develop Members’ capacity to participate in and submit data to FAO/WHO Expert
Committees. In 2025 FAO has finalized and launched the JECFA Toolbox for Veterinary Drug Residues Risk Assessment
(https://www.fao.org/jefca-toolbox-veterinary-drugs-assessment). The Toolbox provides a step-by-step overview of the
process used by the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) to assess the risks of veterinary drug
residues in animal-derived foods. It also explains how these assessments lead to the derivation of maximum residue limits
(MRLs), which JECFA recommends to CCRVDF to protect consumers’ health and support fair international trade.
Structured into six interactive sections and available in three languages (EN, FR and SP), the Toolbox covers key concepts
of the risk assessment process, data requirements, real-world case studies and practical guidance. Short quiz questions
help reinforce learning, while tips throughout the modules direct users to further reading for deeper exploration of specific
topics. The JECFA Toolbox is designed for use by prospective JECFA experts, national or regional regulatory agencies
responsible for veterinary drug approval or food quality standards, the pharmaceutical industry, producers in animal
agriculture or veterinary associations. The Toolbox aims to support capacity building worldwide, helping stakeholders
strengthen food safety systems, enhance engagement in Codex processes, and reaffirming FAO’ s commitment to
evidence-based food safety and global harmonization of residue standards.

15. FAOQ continued to support countries on the use of individual-level quantitative dietary data shared through the
FAO/WHO Global Individual Food Consumption Data Tool (FAO/WHO GIFT) to improve the consistency and
reliability of dietary exposure assessments, a critical step in establishing suitably protective limits for microbiological or
chemical agents in food. Promoting dietary data and its importance for food safety continued as a part of regular capacity
building and advocacy activities carried out by FAO. For example, technical inputs and capacity development are being
provided for dietary data collection in Azerbaijan which lacks food consumption data to perform accurate dietary intake
and exposure assessments. A capacity development training composed of two sessions was delivered in November 2025
for staff of the Azerbaijan Food Safety Agency (AFSA) and Azerbaijan Food Safety Institute (AFSI), to support design,
choice of data collection tools and design/planning of a pilot survey. Following this, support is being provided on the
preparation, development of materials, and implementation of the survey through online and in person trainings in 2026.

16. A series of Codex e-learning courses, comprising of 18 lessons of self-paced learning, is available on the FAO
e-Learning academy, in English, French and Spanish. The courses offer an introduction to Codex, functioning of national
Codex programmes, explaining the role of science and risk analysis in Codex and providing guidance on how to engage
effectively in Codex at regional and international levels. A fifth course offering a deep dive into Risk Assessment in the
framework of Codex was developed in 2025 in English. The new course explains how Codex Members can request,
contribute to and use the outcomes of FAO/WHO risk assessment activities with thematic sub lessons on food additives,
contaminants and toxins, residues of veterinary drugs, pesticide residues, and microbiological hazards. All courses are
offered free of charge as a public good. A digital badge certificate is issued upon successful completion of a final test at
the end of each course.
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17. WHO facilitated submissions received by the Global Environment Monitoring System - Food Contamination
Monitoring and Assessment Programme (GEMS/Food) in response to calls for data by CCCF to support the setting of
MLs. WHO conducted a series of training workshops on generating and submitting data for Codex work, including
exposure assessments for JECFA and the establishment of maximum limits (MLs). This included a regional workshop in
the African region, held together with the African Union Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR) in
Morocco in 2024. WHO also jointly conducted with the Korean Ministry of Food and Drug Safety the First regional Asia
Pacific Workshop on Total Diet Studies in 2025, including an online tutorial on different aspects of the data generation
process, as well as a hybrid experience sharing conference. Additional training sessions on exposure assessment for
chemical hazards is scheduled for 2026 to specifically support India.

Objective 2.3 Promote sufficient and sustainable funding for expert bodies that deliver scientific advice

Outcome 2.3.1 FAO and WHO expert bodies are providing scientific advice within timeframes agreed between
committees and FAO/WHO, and these timeframes allow standard development to progress in a timely manner

Indicator 2.3.1 Extent of and any changes in core funding for scientific advice within FAO and WHO

18. FAO and WHO continued to assign high importance to the scientific advice programme, providing a strong
scientific foundation for all Codex standards.

19. While Codex remained the primary beneficiary of the joint FAO/WHO scientific advice programme, other UN
agencies (for example, the World Food Programme) also requested scientific advice, and outputs of the programme were
also used directly by FAO and WHO members to strengthen their science-based decision making on food safety and
nutrition issues at national and regional levels.

20. In FAO, the funds supporting activities and staff costs related to the provision of scientific advice originated
from FAOs regular budget and through extra-budgetary resources. Key scientific advice meetings and consultations that
supported the standard setting work of Codex (such as JECFA, JEMRA, JMPR) were recognized as Corporate Technical
Activities in FAOs Programme of Work and Budget which has ensured budgetary security for these activities in the 2022-
2023 biennium. The delivery of scientific advice was made possible through the highly appreciated contributions of
Canada, the European Union, France, Ireland, Japan, New Zealand and the United States of America.

21. In WHO, the programme for Scientific Advice to the Codex Alimentarius Commission through the expert
committees of JECFA, JMPR, JEMRA, and JEMNU was mainly funded by voluntary contributions from European
Union; Canada; Japan; Republic of Korea.

Indicator 2.3.2 Proportion of scientific advice provided within established timeframes

22. For several general subject committees, there are well-defined and well-established mechanisms in place for
obtaining scientific advice from FAO/WHO expert bodies: for CCFA, CCCF, and CCRVDF from JECFA, for CCPR
from JMPR; for CCFH from JEMRA, and for CCNFSDU from JEMNU.

23. The collaboration between the expert bodies and the relevant Codex committees is well coordinated, and the
respective meetings are scheduled to take into account the workflow between them. However, in some cases, requests for
scientific advice may be beyond the scope of the established scientific bodies and these are addressed through ad hoc
expert consultations, for example on allergens for CCFL.

24, The delivery of scientific advice is impacted by a number of factors including the number of requests, the
availability of resource, expertise and relevant data. Other aspects such as review and update of methodology can also
impact progress. Scientific advice was delivered to CCFA, CCCF, CCFH, CCFL, CCPR. This has contributed to great
progress in the GFSA, food hygiene, precautionary allergen labelling and more. However, challenges in areas such as
methodology for the assessment of pesticide residues, led to a delay in the availability of scientific advice and disrupted
the Codex meeting’ s schedule. While CCPR was still able to meet before CAC in 2025, it will take a couple of years to
be fully back on track. A backlog also remains but it is gradually decreasing. The lack of data from certain geographic
areas on contaminants, despite multiple data calls, has made progress more challenging, even though eventually most of
the issues were resolved.

25. Organizational changes in WHO impacted their work in 2025. Their commitment to the scientific advice to
Codex remained intact but the impact of some related delays to JECFA work will continue to be felt in 2026, such as the
postponement of the JECFA session on residues of veterinary drugs in food and the reduction in the agenda of the JECFA
meeting on contaminants.

26. The challenges encountered highlight the delicate balance between scientific advice and standard setting, and
shone a spotlight on this relationship during discussions in several Codex meetings. These discussions emphasized the
importance of timely scientific advice to ensure timely development and adoption of science-based Codex standards; the
importance of adequate resources for all scientific advice bodies; and the need adequate information on priorities and
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related costs to support Members in their efforts to secure resources for scientific advice. The efforts that took place in
CCPR to try and find means of addressing the backlog of requests is also noteworthy. While challenges cannot be resolved
overnight, and new technologies and more resources can facilitate progress, engagement from Members, Observers, FAO
and WHO together with the Codex Secretariat indicate a concerted and critical commitment which is necessary to address
delays and other challenges that can impact standard setting.

217. Despite the challenges encountered for the delivery of scientific advice from FAO/WHO expert bodies during
2024-2025, it did not cause a major disruption to the work of the respective committees which overall progressed well.

28. Additional and more detailed information on the provision of scientific advice can be found in the documents
for CCEXEC's critical review during 2024-2025.57

Goal 3. Increase impact through the recognition and use of Codex standards

Objective 3.1 Raise the awareness of Codex standards
Outcome 3.1 Codex Members are proactively promoting the use of Codex standards

29. Coordinators report regularly on the implementation of regional work plans. All related performance indicators
are therefore presented in the dedicated progress reports on regional work plans and regional communication plans.
Reports from the six Codex regions demonstrate the strong commitment of Members to sharing news and events at
national and regional level, under the coordination of the respective Coordinators, thereby meeting or, in some cases like
CCAFRICA, exceeding the contribution targets set for each region.

30. Between 2020 and 2025, the number of country contributions to Codex communication activities rose
significantly. This growth was driven primarily by Members from all Codex regions actively sharing news on national
and regional Codex-related work, as well as by the annual celebration of World Food Safety Day (7 June), which has
become a powerful platform for simultaneously raising awareness of food safety and the role of Codex standards. Codex
work on raising awareness is strategically assessed across three interconnected pillars:

¢  Enhancing the visibility of Codex;
e Improving the accessibility and visibility of Codex texts; and
e  Measuring and demonstrating the use and impact of Codex texts.

31. Several high-profile publications released during the period have further strengthened Codex visibility. These
include new case studies on the practical application and benefits of Codex texts, notably:

e  Use and impact of the Code of practice for the prevention and reduction of mycotoxin contamination in cereals
(CXC 51-2003) in Brazil (published 2025). This study documents how Brazil’ s adoption of the Codex code
reduced fumonisin levels in maize over the past 15+ years, leading to major improvements in public health,
export quality, and market value.

e The new flagship series Codex in Action, which presents concrete examples of how Codex standards and related
texts are implemented at national and regional levels, highlighting tangible benefits for food safety, trade, and
consumer protection.

32. The Codex Secretariat has maintained a strong multi-channel presence through its annual magazine, website
news, videos, podcasts, and social media:

e  The Codex Secretariat published more than 1 300 web news stories covering Codex meetings and standard-
setting work, as well as capacity-building activities, trainings, webinars, and events held worldwide.

e  The Codex podcasts feature in-depth conversations with international experts on the science, trade, and policy
dimensions of food safety and quality standard setting.

e  The official Codex X account (@FAOWHOCodex) has grown its audience to over 30 500 followers (as of March
2026), serving as a key platform for real-time engagement with Members, stakeholders, and the global food-
safety community.

e Inaddition, the annual CODEX magazine continues to be a flagship publication, with a new digital version set
to be published as the annual report of the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission as of December 2026.

57 https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/committees/executive-committee/meetings/en/
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Indicator 3.1.1 Extent that Codex texts are disseminated to stakeholders by Members
33. As shown in Table 4, the share of Members which responded that Codex texts are disseminated to stakeholders

by Members ina “fair” to “very wel

introduced in 2022.

IH

Table 4: Extent that Codex texts are disseminated to stakeholders by Members

way follows an increasing trend, exceeding 90 percent. The indicator was

2022 survey 2023 survey 2024 survey 2025 survey

Very well 6% 7% 10% 14%
Well 33% 29% 28% 35%
Fair 50% 55% 56% 44%
Poor 10% 7% 6% 7%
Very poor 1% 2% 0% 0%
Grand Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Indicator 3.1.2 Degree that new knowledge from Codex texts has been gained by Members

34. The share of Members responding that they had gained “somewhat” to “a great deal” of knowledge from

Codex texts, followed an increasing trend from 2022 to 2025, exceeding 90 percent. On the other hand, the share of
Members responding that they had gained “very little” knowledge from Codex texts decreased from 8 percent in 2022
to none in 2025.

35. More detailed responses show that LMICs gained more knowledge from Codex texts than HICs. For instance,
in 2025, more than 85 percent of LMICs respondents found that they gained “a great deal” of knowledge or “quite a
bit” of knowledge from Codex texts. This may be due to the additional reliance of LMICs on Codex texts, compared to
HICs that may have more capacities to carry-out their own risk assessment and standard setting work. The indicator was

introduced in 2022.

Table 5: Degree that new knowledge from Codex texts has been gained by Members

2022 survey 2023 survey 2024 survey 2025 survey
A great deal 18% 30% 11% 11%
Quite a bit 33% 28% 53% 50%
Somewhat 41% 38% 33% 39%
Very little 8% 4% 2% 0%
Not at all 0% 0% 1% 0%
Grand Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Objective 3.2 Support initiatives to enable the understanding and implementation/application of Codex
standards

Outcome 3.2.1 Increased use of Codex standards in the development of national food standards and regulations

Indicator 3.2.1 Extent that Codex texts have been used as a baseline to inform Members' newly developed or
revised food legislation, policies, regulations, programs and/or practices

36. As shown in Table 6, from 2022 to 2025, over 90 percent of Members relied on Codex texts to inform newly
developed legislation, policies and/or regulations.

37. Further analysis of HICs and LMICs responses, clearly indicated that LMICs used Codex texts as a baseline
more than HICs. In 2025, approximately 83 percent of LMICs respondents expressed that they use Codex texts,

“mostly” to “completely” , as a baseline to inform food legislation, policies and/or regulations. This was in line with
evidence and experience of the Codex Secretariat, where due to the available capacity and resources in LMICs, it is more
efficient to directly adopt or adapt Codex texts to build their own food safety legislation and policies. The indicator was
introduced in 2022.
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Table 6: The extent to which Codex texts have been used as a baseline to inform Member's newly developed or
revised food legislation, policies, regulations, programs and/or practices

2022 survey 2023 survey 2024 survey 2025 survey
A great deal 24% 35% 14% 13%
Quite a hit 31% 23% 46% 51%
Somewhat 41% 34% 33% 35%
Very little 5% 6% 6% 0%
Not at all 0% 1% 2% 0%
Grand total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Outcome 3.2.2 Increased use of Codex standards by the food trade

Indicator 3.2.2 Degree that Codex texts are used by Members: i) to strengthen national food control systems; ii)
increase stakeholder awareness of food safety and quality issues and evidence-based interventions and
recommendations; iii) inform and to update food safety and quality training and educational programmes and
related tools; and iv) help improve member state commaodity trade

38. Responses on the extent to which Codex texts are used to support the first three dimensions have broadly
consistent from 2022 to 2025. Further analysis shows that LMICs reported a higher use of Codex texts than HICs. In
2022, around 75 percent of LMICs respondents expressed that they used Codex texts “completely” or “mostly” ,
increasing to around 85 percent in 2025.% This difference may reflect the greater availability of resources and technical

expertise in HICs, while LMICs rely more directly on Codex texts. The indicator was introduced in 2022.

Table 7: Degree that Codex texts are used by Members

Degree that Codex texts are used
; Degree that Codex texts are used
by Members to increase .
Degree that Codex texts are used by Members to inform and to
stakeholder awareness of food .
by Members to strengthen L update food safety and quality
! safety and quality issues and s .
national food control systems ; . X training and educational
evidence-based interventions and
. programmes and related tools
recommendations

2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 2022 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
Completely 22% | 24% | 16% | 21% 18% 20% | 13% | 16% | 18% | 19% | 14% | 18%
Mostly 40% | 36% | 49% | 46% 39% 37% | 48% | 40% | 33% | 39% | 42% | 39%
Somewhat 32% | 34% | 29% | 32% 32% 41% | 34% | 41% | 38% | 37% | 37% | 38%
eT)?t o 5% | 3% | 6%| 1% 9% | 2% | 5% | 3%| T%| 4%| 6%| 5%
Not at all 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0%
kD:OC\?t 1% | 1%| 0%| 0% 1% | 1%| 0%| 0%| 2%| 0%| 0%| 0%
$gg;d 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100%

39. Following comments from Members on the 2022 survey, the trade dimension (iv. help improve member state

commodity trade) was separated from the previous indicator and asked as a separate question from the 2023 survey. The
new and more specific question, which substituted the previous question on trade dimension, aimed to assess in greater
depth the extent that Codex texts in general are used to improve Member State commodity trade and covered five areas
as indicated in Table 8a and Table 8b.

40. Replies in Table 8a and Table 8b show that from 2023 to 2025, most Members considered Codex texts supportive
of food trade efforts across all surveyed dimensions, with particularly strong support in the last three. The share of
Members reporting that they used Codex texts “mostly” to “completely” increased across all the dimensions
considered. A corresponding decline was found for “to a minor extent” and “not at all” responses, except for the
first two dimensions.

%8 https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd2618en and 2025 survey data (to be published)
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41. Further analysis on HICs and LMICs responses in 2025 showed that around 80 percent of LMICs respondents
viewed Codex textsas “completely” or “mostly” useful in all the dimensions analysed. In contrast, HICs respondents
generally perceived Codex texts to be less useful and impactful. For example, 87 percent of LMICs respondents indicated
that Codex texts “completely” or “mostly” influenced their domestic food trade regulations and standards, compared
with only 32 percent of HICs respondents. As noted earlier, this difference may reflect that many HICs have their own
risk assessment and standard setting process.

42, Similarly, most LMICs respondents indicated that adherence to Codex texts significantly enhanced the safety
and quality of national food products. This, in turn, strengthened consumer confidence and enhanced countries’ export
potential in global markets. Further, more than 80 percent of LMICs respondents found that Codex texts were
“completely” to “mostly” effective in helping their countries access international markets for food products. This
included reducing non-tariff barriers and simplifying import-export procedures.

Table 8a: Degree to which Codex texts support national, regional, and global food trade efforts (from 2023)

Enhanced your country's

Influenced domestic food
trade regulations and
standards, resulting in

Enhanced the safety and
quality of your country's food
products, leading to increased
consumer confidence and

ability to access international
markets for food products,
particularly in terms of

improved compatibility with
international trading partners

reducing non-tariff barriers
and simplifying export-
import procedures

higher export potential in
global markets

2023 2024 2025 2023 2024 2025 2023 2024 2025
Completely 21% 18% 22% 23% 22% 19% 19% 21% 20%
Mostly 37% 48% 43% 33% 36% 45% 34% 37% 42%
Somewhat 15% 14% 8% 18% 18% 13% 39% 39% 37%
To a minor extent 25% 21% 27% 23% 21% 24% 6% 1% 1%
Not at all 2% 0% 0% 2% 2% 0% 2% 0% 1%
Do not know 0% 0% 0% 2% 2% 0% 1% 2% 0%

Grand total 100% 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% 100% 100% | 100% 100%

Table 8b: Degree to which Codex texts support national, regional, and global food trade efforts (from 2023)

Leveraged to promote regional Facilitated the resolution of trade disputes

harmonization of food regulations and related to food safety and quality

facilitate smoother intra-regional trade standards

2023 2024 2025 2023 2024 2025

Completely 20% 24% 22% 20% 18% 16%
Mostly 37% 37% 39% 33% 35% 40%
Somewhat 35% 36% 37% 33% 37% 38%
Toa minor 5% 2% 1% 7% 3% 2%
extent
Not at all 2% 0% 1% 2% 3% 2%
Do not know 1% 2% 0% 6% 3% 3%
Grand total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Objective 3.3 Recognise and promote the impact of Codex standards
Outcome 3.3.1 Having a mechanism/tool to measure the impact of Codex standards developed and piloted

Indicator 3.3.1 Progress on the development of a mechanism to measure impact of Codex standards

43. The survey on the use and impact of Codex texts was carried out from 2022 to 2025 and the related reports were
published.5®
44, A first case study was carried out in 2024 to showcase a successful use and impact of the Code of practice for

the prevention and reduction of mycotoxin contamination in cereals (CXC 51-2003) in Brazil. Brazil was particularly
successful in leading the revision of the CoP in CCCF and later on using the updated CoP to support the adoption of MLs
on aflatoxins in maize and consequentially increase its exports. This case study yielded several lessons learned and good
practices on the application of the CoP and of Codex texts in general that can be replicated by other countries.®

45, Collaboration among the three sisters (the Codex Alimentarius Commission, the International Plant Protection
Convention and the World Organisation for Animal Health) is ongoing. An article was published in 2025, which
highlighted the synergies of the three sisters in monitoring the impact of their work, with more than 2 000 downloads (as
of March 2026).5! The three sisters are also collaborating as Observers for the SPS Committee,? providing their expertise
and inputs during the meetings.

46. In 2025, the Codex Secretariat began preparatory work with the WTO to revise the platforms for SPS
notifications and Specific Trade Concerns, with the aim of gathering more meaningful information and data on the use
and impact of Codex texts on the international trade of safe food.

Goal 4. All Codex Members have the capacity to participate at all stages of the Standard setting process

Objective 4.1 Enable sustainable national Codex structures in all Codex Member countries
Outcome 4.1.1 Participation by all Codex Member countries in the work of Codex Committees and working groups
Indicator 4.1.1 Number of Members registering to CAC and the active general subject committees

47. The Codex Secretariat is monitoring trends in Member Countries’ registration in Codex meetings, comparing
data over the last two biennia. Registration to Codex meetings must be done by the Codex Contact Point, hence such
registration reflects the presence of an active contact point and a degree of management of Codex work at the national
level. As shown in the table below, the majority of Members attend CAC, while a smaller part attends general subject
committees. Meetings organized in a virtual modality have higher attendance rates. Hybrid meetings seem to marginally
affect registration rates.

Table 9: Number of Members registering to CAC and the active general subject committees

Codex Committee Place Year Numbriggftel\:lee dmbers Mer:/k())eor];rt](i);t)a(llsg)
CAC43 Virtual 2020 131 69%
CAC44 Virtual 2021 160 85%
CAC45 Rome/hybrid 2022 164 87%
CAC46 Rome/hybrid 2023 160 85%
CAC48 Rome/hybrid 2025 132 70%
CCCF18 Bangkok/hybrid 2025 73 39%
CCCF14 Virtual 2021 90 48%
CCCF15 Virtual 2022 84 44%
CCCF16 Utrecht 2023 53 28%
CCFA55 Seoul 2025 54 29%
CCFH55 Nashville/hybrid 2025 61 32%

59 https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/resources/monitoring/en/

60 https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/CD5586EN

61 https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/d93faf09-2ecd-4ee5-89e7-d39412baaf7c
62 Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures



https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/resources/monitoring/en/
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/CD5586EN
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/d93faf09-2ecd-4ee5-89e7-d39412baaf7c
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CCFA52 Virtual 2021 88 47%
CCFA53 Hong Kong 2023 37 20%
CCGP34 Lille 2025 77 41%
CCMAS44 Virtual 2025 87 46%
CCFH52 Virtual 2022 99 52%
CCFH53 San Diego 2022 52 28%
CCPR56 Santiago 2025 63 33%
CAC47 Rome/hybrid 2024 160 85%
CCFICS25 Virtual 2021 87 46%
CCFICS26 Hobart/hybrid 2023 70 37%
CCCF17 Panama City 2024 71 38%
CCFL46 Virtual 2021 91 48%
CCFLA47 Gatineau 2023 50 26%
CCFA54 Chengdu 2024 53 28%
CCGP32 Virtual 2021 88 47%
CCGP33 Bordeaux 2023 51 27%
CCFH54 Nairobi 2024 59 31%
CCMAS41 Virtual 2021 83 44%
CCMAS42 Budapest/hybrid 2022 50 26%
CCFICS27 Cairns/hybrid 2024 83 44%
CCFL48 Quebec City 2024 68 36%
CCNFSDU42 Virtual 2021 99 52%
CCNFSDU43 Duesseldorf 2023 61 32%
CCMAS43 Budapest/hybrid 2024 61 32%
CCPR52 Virtual 2021 81 43%
CCPR53 Virtual 2022 75 40%
CCPR54 Beijing 2023 46 24%
CCNFSDU44 Dresden 2024 62 33%
CCPR55 Chengdu 2024 60 32%
CCRVDF25 Virtual 2021 80 42%
CCRVDF26 Portland 2023 49 26%
CCRVDF27 Omaha 2024 51 27%
Average 80 43%
Average CAC 149 79%
Average general subject committees 71 38%
Average virtual 95 50%
Average physical 58 31%
Average physical/hybrid 101 54%
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Indicator 4.1.2 Additional indicator for CTF recipient countries: Proportion of CTF2 recipient countries
sustaining national Codex systems and related activities once the funding ends

48. The FAO/WHO Codex Trust Fund-2 (CTF2) has been supporting countries in building strong, solid, and
sustainable national capacity to engage in Codex work since 2016. By the end of 2024, eight rounds of applications and
selections had been completed, resulting in 69 CTF2 beneficiary countries and those approved for CTF2 support. Of these
69 countries, 20 have completed their projects, 31 are in various stages of implementation, and eight are awaiting
implementation. A further 10 countries received technical approval but insufficient funding prohibited full approval and
progress to an implementation phase. Between 2020 and 2025, the FAO/WHO Codex Trust Fund 2 (CTF2) enabled
developing and transition-economy countries to significantly strengthen their national Codex systems despite global
disruptions, political instability, and, towards the end of the period, a severe funding contraction.

49. By the end of 2025, the portfolio comprised 33 active countries (including two group projects), 17 completed
(including one group), nine fully approved and awaiting a start to activities, and 10 technically approved in 2024, pending
funding.

e Strengthened national Codex structures across regions

CTF2 investments supported countries to establish or revitalize Codex Contact Points (CCPs), National Codex
Committees (NCCs), consultation mechanisms, and procedures for managing Codex work. These institutional
foundations —reflected in country stories from Azerbaijan, Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Guyana, Honduras, Kazakhstan,
Maldives, Samoa, Senegal, and the Bhutan - India - Nepal group—demonstrate clear improvements in governance,
coordination, and participation. Examples include:

- Agzerbaijan - established a sustainable and well-organized National Codex System.5?

- Bhutan - India - Nepal (Group Project) - wused mock-drill simulations to train national delegations;
strengthened Codex procedures and intercountry coordination.®

- Burkina Faso - developed draft national standards aligned with Codex; strengthened CCP/NCC procedures and
stakeholder outreach.®®

- Ghana - strengthened data generation systems for methylmercury and arsenic, supporting evidence-based
contributions to standards.5®

- Honduras - strengthened NCC governance, updated food safety policy, delivered Codex training, and built
expert databases.®’

- Maldives - developed capacity to advocate for food safety at a policy level, including the development of a
Food Safety Act; strengthened Codex structures and participation.®

- Senegal - institutionalized a national budget line for Codex; strengthened engagement in priority committees. 5°
o Deepened technical capacity and participation

Beneficiary countries undertook over 150 activities under Rounds 1 - 4 and continued expanding technical
capacities through national workshops, risk analysis training, mock drills, and twinning mechanisms.

From 2022 to 2024, global “Good Codex Practices” trainings—organized with the Ministry of Food and Drug
Safety of the Republic of Korea—equipped experts from beneficiary countries with hands-on skills in preparing country
positions, using the Online Commenting System, and navigating Codex procedures. These were complemented by
CCASIA subregional workshops led by India, emphasizing sustained skill transfer.

63 Azerbaijan Country story: https://youtu.be/T_1w5VhTo0Q?si=6d1052qPI138GpBwh

64 Bhutan - India - Nepal Country story: https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8704en
and https://youtu.be/TE1u2JfcmwY?si=JYuFsBy2Wclema6T

85 Burkina Faso Country story: https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd4752en

66 Ghana Country story: https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8703en

67 Honduras Country story: https://youtu.be/7p3koOemQVc?si=Za4JRP4G3TOh356V

 Maldives Country story: https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8582¢en

69 Senegal Country story: https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8706en



https://youtu.be/T_1w5VhTooQ?si=6dlO52qPI38GpBwh
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8704en
https://youtu.be/TE1u2JfcmwY?si=JYuFsBy2Wc1ema6T
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd4752en
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8703en
https://youtu.be/7p3koOemQVc?si=Za4JRP4G3TOb356V
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8582en
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd8706en
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Policy and regulatory impacts

Countries increasingly used Codex texts in national food standards, updated legislation, and improved their risk-
based decision-making.

Examples include:

- Kazakhstan - established national Codex coordination unit, trained experts in risk analysis, published Codex
communication policy.

- Mauritius - harmonized more than 20 priority standards with Codex; created a national Codex web platform.

- Coted’ Ivoire - introduced Codex aligned standards for fruits and spices and secured a national budget line
to support Codex participation.

e Sustained gains and long-term ownership

The Repository of Project Outputs demonstrates the lasting institutionalization of Codex work: countries have
developed procedural manuals, standard operating procedures (SOPs), risk analysis guidelines, strategic plans, and
awareness materials, now publicly available for reuse by other Members.™

Many countries continue activities independently after project closure, including Benin, Ghana, Mauritius,
Samoa and Senegal—indicating strong national ownership and sustainability.

e Challenges and transition (2023 - 2025)

From 2023 onward, the CTF2 faced increasing financial pressure as donor contributions declined and
implementation costs rose; by 2024 - 2025, expenditures exceeded contributions for multiple consecutive years, forcing:

Suspension of the 2024 Round 9 call for applications,
Prioritization of late-stage projects,

Postponement of Round 8 activities.

In 2025, after communication with donors, the CTF Steering Committee agreed to close CTF activities. The
communication was made to CAC49.

Objective 4.2 Increase sustainable and active participation of all Codex Members
Outcome 4.2.1 Sustained, active participation in the work of Codex Committees and working groups

4.2.1 - Number of Member countries who participated in EWGs during the biennium (participation is defined
as registration to at least in one EWG during the biennium).

50. The average number of Members participating in EWGs remained consistent between 2020 and 2025, at around
40 percent. The only exception was the 2020 - 21 biennium, when the disruption caused by the pandemic in 2020 and
subsequent efforts to catch up in 2021 affected participation levels.”

Table 10: Number of Member countries who participated in EWGs (2020-2025)

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
N.° of Member Countries 0 113 77 86 94 91
% of total Membership (189) 0% 60% 41% 46% 50% 48%

4.2.2 - Number of Member countries that replied to CLs in the biennium (a member will be counted if they
replied to at least two CLs during the biennium)

51. As shown in Table 11, the proportion of Members submitting comments to at least two circular letters (CLS)
either via the Online Commenting System (OCS) or via email directly to the Codex Secretariat and/or to the Chairpersons
of Codex Committees, remained stable at around 40 percent from 2021 to 2025. The year 2020 stands as an exception
due to disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

0 Repository: https://www.who.int/initiatives/codex-trust-fund/repository-of-project-outputs

"1 Indicators 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 make reference to biennial measurements, for the purpose of this report which covers the whole Codex
Strategic Plan 2020-2025 period, the data is presented by year.

2 No Member registered to an EWG during 2020 due to the Covid Pandemic.
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Table 11: Number of Member countries that replied to CLs (2020-2025)
Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
N.° of Member Countries 41 68 71 70 81 72
% of total Membership (189) 22% 36% 38% 37% 43% 38%

Objective 4.3 Reduce barriers to active participation by developing countries

Outcome 4.3.1 Capacity building, partnering, and knowledge sharing activities are effective in building active
participation by developing countries

Indicator 4.3.1 Extent that the following barriers are impeding the use of Codex texts: Lack of resources; Lack of
local implementation capacity; Irrelevance of Codex texts for the national context/reality; Lack of basic national
food safety laws; Duration of Codex text development; Lack of local implementation capacity; Duration of
national implementation process; Language issues; Challenges to catch up with changes in Codex texts; Lack of
awareness of Codex provisions by national stakeholders

52. Between 2020 and 2025, on average the three main barriers to the use of Codex texts were the same, with different
degrees, both globally and for LMICs respondents. They were “lack of resources” , “lack of local implementation

capacity” ,and “lack of awareness of Codex provisions by national stakeholders.

Table 12: Barriers impeding the use of Codex texts, average values of Members responding “completely” to

“mostly” impeding trade, 2020-2025

2020-2025 Global | LMIC
i) Lack of resources; 32% 48%
ii) Lack of local implementation capacity; 24% 35%
iii) Irrelevance of Codex texts for the national context/reality; 9% 11%
iv) Lack of basic national food safety laws; 12% 18%
v) Duration of Codex text development; 16% 23%
vi) Duration of national implementation process; 22% 30%
vii) Language issues; 15% 19%
viii) Challenges to catch up with changes in Codex texts; 20% 26%
ix) Lack of awareness of Codex provisions by national stakeholders 25% 34%
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Figure 1: Barriers impeding the use of Codex texts, average values of Members responding completely” to
“mostly” impeding trade 2020-2025

Extent that the following barriers are impeding the use of Codex
texts, 2020-2025
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Goal 5. Enhance work management systems and practices that support the efficient and effective achievement of
all strategic plan goals

Objective 5.1 Develop and maintain efficient and effective work management practices and systems

Outcome 5.1.1 Codex work processes and procedures support the effective and efficient operation of Codex
standard setting bodies

Indicator 5.1.1 Delivery of the Codex budget during the biennium

53. In the 2020-2021 biennium, the delivery was 98%. In the 2022-2023 biennium, the delivery, compared to the
original budget, was 107 percent, considering the additional allocation from FAO of USD 0.5 million in 2023. In the
2024-2025 biennium, the delivery, compared to the original budget, was 101,7 percent, taking into consideration extra-
budgetary contributions to the Codex Regular Programme.

Table 13: Budget delivery over the 2020-2025 Codex Strategic Plan period

Biennium Biennium Biennium
2020-2021 2022-2023 2024-2025

Budget 98% 107% 102%
delivery
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Outcome 5.1.2 The efficient design of agendas and use of time in meetings of the Codex Alimentarius Commission,
its Executive Committee and subsidiary bodies maximise the time allocated to the development of Codex texts

Indicator 5.1.2 Proportion of meeting documents distributed in a timely manner consistent with the Codex
Procedural Manual or timeframes established by committees

54. Table 14 presents the distribution of working documents (WDs) in English, French, and Spanish prepared for
the Commission and Committees from 2020 to 2025. The analysis excludes invitation letters, provisional agendas, circular
letters, addendum papers, other comments papers including the replies to circular letters, and information documents. The
table shows both the number of WDs circulated at least two months before the start of each committee session and their
share of total WDs. Between 2021 and 2024, the number of WDs issued within the set deadlines remained substantially
stable. The share was higher than average in 2020 due to the limited number of WDs. In 2025 the share was lower than
usual as there was a higher number of meetings closer to the Commission, which reduced the available time for translation.

55. The Codex Secretariat continues to make efforts to deliver more documents on time, considering issues such as
resources availability, contingencies due to the work of EWGs, and rules and regulations of FAO regarding translation of
documents.

Table 14: Working documents distributed on time by language, 2020-2025

English French Spanish

Year | N.of WDson | % of Total N.of WDson | % of Total | N.of WDson | % of Total

time N. of WDs time N. of WDs time N. of WDs
2020 20 59% 18 53% 18 53%
2021 67 42% 45 29% 45 29%
2022 49 42% 21 23% 18 20%
2023 64 36% 31 20% 31 21%
2024 84 47% 41 23% 39 22%
2025 37 24% 15 10% 14 9%

Objective 5.2 Enhance the capacities of committee and working group chairpersons, regional coordinators and
host country secretariats to manage the work of Codex

Outcome 5.2.1 Subsidiary body meetings and working groups are effectively and efficiently chaired and conducted
Indicator 5.2.1 Satisfaction ratings on meeting efficiency, role of chairs and host and Codex secretariats

56. Throughout 2020 and 2025, CAC satisfaction surveys reflected highly positive feedback across all Codex
committee sessions during this period.

e  Platform Accessibility and Technical Performance:

- The registration process received high satisfaction ratings across committees, with most respondents
(consistently over 90 percent) expressing ease in accessing platforms like Zoom and ORS.

- Over 90 percent of participants largely agreed that the Zoom or YouTube platform was easy to access and
navigate.

e  Support from Codex Secretariats and Interpretation Quality:
- Interpretation services received positive feedback, with around 90 percent satisfaction.
e  Meeting Structure and Agenda Management:

- Agenda Appropriateness: Respondents generally agreed that agenda items were well-timed, with 75 percent-
85 percent indicating satisfaction with the length and clarity of sessions across all CACs.

- Adjustments in session timing have helped accommodate a global audience, improving inclusivity in the
virtual setting.

e Overall Impact and Contributions of Chairs:

- The role of chairs was rated positively, with an average of more than 90 percent of respondents
acknowledging their effectiveness in managing discussions, guiding participants through complex topics
and ensuring a range of views and perspectives were adequately heard. Participants expressed appreciation
for the chairs’ adaptability in navigating the challenges of virtual and hybrid formats, which fostered
constructive and inclusive dialogues.

57. In conclusion, feedback for the quinquennium 2020-2025 reflected broad satisfaction with CACs meetings,
including registration processes, technical support, and the responsiveness of chairs and secretariats.
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